Press Release Centro de Conservacion Cetacea – Centro Ecoceanos – CONAPACH
Campaign “Chile 2008, Whale Sanctuary”

Strong Message of Chile to Their President: We Want a Whale Sanctuary Now
The phrase was repeated last Friday during the presentation of the results of the national survey requested by Centro de Conservacion Cetacea to the poll agency Adimark-Gfk in order to know the support of the Chilean public regarding the creation of a Whale Sanctuary in Chile. 
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	Santiago, April 14, 2008 (CCC News) – A great media impact was generated by the results of the national survey requested by Centro de Conservacion Cetacea (CCC) to the poll agency Adimark-Gfk, in order to know the opinion of the Chilean people regarding the conservation of cetacean species in national waters and the creation of a National Whale Sanctuary. 




The survey was conducted thanks to the support of Global Ocean in January 2008. It included 1283 people from all the major cities in Chile and the results were unprecedented and historical: 99% of the Chilean people consider that is fundamental that Chile creates laws oriented to protect whales from any type of whaling and 97% agree that Chile should establish a National Whale Sanctuary in Chilean jurisdictional waters. Also, 82% considers that the creation of the sanctuary will be a heritage of the government of President Bachelet to the future generations. 

During a press conference conducted on April 11 in the former Congress Palace in Santiago de Chile, Barbara Galletti (CCC), Roberto Mendez (Adimark-Gfk) and Juan Carlos Cardenas (Ecoceanos), accompanied by Chilean senators Baldo Prokurica (RN) and Juan Pablo Letelier (PS), agreed that the results clearly show that this is an issue of national interest and that President Michelle Bachelet has to attend the will of its people. 

	Senator Baldo Prokurica (Renovacion Nacional) stated that “there are few causes that have so many Chileans in agreement. As vice president of the Chilean Senate, I want to express all our support to transform Chile into a country that leads these issues”. Prokurika also committed himself to “expeditiously adopt a project of law to create a National Whale Sanctuary”.  
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Senator Juan Pablo Letelier (Socialist Party) “congratulated the efforts made by the proponents of the sanctuary, who have been many years promoting this initiative and today, through this survey have been able to put on the table the issue and showed us that we have a task to do”. 

Letelier added that “we would like to give a signal before the 60th annual meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC) in June (…) because we understand that this is a very important act of sovereignty”. Letelier also highlighted the importance of protecting Antarctic krill in the southern ocean since it is the main food source of whales.

Juan Carlos Cardenas, executive director of Centro Ecoceanos, called president Bachelet to announce the creation of the National Whale Sanctuary on the 21st of May, when she makes the annual account of her government to the Chilean people in the National Congress. Cardenas stated that “the strong results shown in the survey gives her the necessary political and social support to announce it as soon as possible”.

“With this sign, Chile will help strengthen a pro-conservation position of regional countries during the IWC meeting in Santiago, against the pressure made by Japan, the only country that kill whales in the southern hemisphere (…) the issue of sovereignty and national unity are two basic elements that support the sovereign position of the Chilean government regarding whale conservation” Cardenas added. 

Cardenas also called the attention about the fact that “99% of the people surveyed stated that the government should actively work in effectively regulating the Antarctic krill fishery, since the Southern Ocean is the main area of expansion of foreign fishing fleets and krill is the main food source of the whale species that will be protected in national waters”.

Roberto Mendez, CEO of Adimark-Gfk declared that “the strength of the public opinion is more than enough for the president, the congress and the senate to listen and act accordingly. Not doing so would be a lack of respect to the Chilean people. The unanimity seen in this survey is an opportunity to take action right away”. 

Finally. Barbara Galletti, president of Centro de Conservacion Cetacea stated that “the national whale sanctuary represents the evolution of the country towards a more modern and sustainable development. One that includes the responsible and non extractive use of these marine mammals. The survey clearly shows that Chilean people have move forward in this issue and now it is up to the executive and legislative branch to respond to this national request and demonstrate that they are at the stature of their citizens”. 

Fuente: Centro de Conservación Cetacea www.ccc-chile.org 

