Campaign Chile 2008 a Whale Sanctuary 
Press Release
 

President Bachelet Announced the Creation of a Whale Sanctuary in Chile
 

The proposal, promoted by Centro de Conservación Cetacea, Centro Ecoceanos and the National Confederation of Artisan Fishers (CONAPACH), will become the greatest marine environmental legacy of President Bachelet. 
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Santiago, 21 may,  2008 (CCC News) - With the unanimous ovation of the Chilean Congress President Bachelet announced during her annual account to the country that she will send a project of Law to the Parliament to ban all whaling activities in Chilean jurisdictional waters. 
 

This is the first time in the history of the Chile that a president addresses the conservation of cetaceans during its annual account to the country. Artisan fishers and NGOs celebrated the announcement as a triumph of the civil organizations and institutions that have promoted the Whale Sanctuary in Chile. 
 

The promoters of the Sanctuary, Centro de Conservación Cetacea (CCC), Centro Ecoceanos and the National Confederation of Artisan Fishers (CONAPACH), valued the fact that president Bachelet is complying with the commitment she made to them last April during a formal meeting and declared that “today, the president has ratified her commitment, giving priority to the only cetacean conservation proposal that covers all Chilean jurisdictional waters and has the support of all Chilean of society.”
 

Cosme Caracciolo, executive director of CONAPACH, affirmed, “a marine territory free of whaling is a Whaling Sanctuary and that is why we agree with the presidential announcement.” Caracciolo added that for centuries artisan fishers had share the ocean with whales and that “this why we support the decision to definitively ban whaling operations in Chile.”
 

Juan Carlos Cardenas, executive director of Centro Ecoceanos, declared that “this is a citizen proposal that has been characterized for having major support and that has successfully united all sectors of the society. Today president Bachelet has chosen this proposal. As a result, the Chilean public, the image of the country, our marine ecosystems and the people has succeeded”. 
 

Barbara Galletti, president of CCC affirmed that “the announcement of president Bachelet is a public triumph on how, as an independent and sovereign country, we want to protect and use the cetacean populations that live in our waters.” 
 

The Road to a Whale Sanctuary in Chile
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The campaign “Chile 2008, a Whale Sanctuary” promoted by Conapach, CCC and Ecoceanos, began last October with a presentation to the Environmental Commission of the Chilean Senate and since then it has not stopped. On December 03, these organizations, joined by several senators and deputies delivered a letter signed by nearly 100 national and international NGOs, requesting president Bachelet to establish a Whale Sanctuary before the 60th annual meeting of the International Whaling Commission in Chile (June 2008).  Afterwards the Deputy Chamber of the Congress unanimously adopted a project of agreement to create the Whale Sanctuary and the Chilean Navy, through Directemar, gave its support too. Finally, all major Chilean NGOs publicly expressed their support to the Sanctuary through an open letter published by the national newspaper La Tercera on March 31. 
 


The public support necessary to validate the proposal came last april, when CCC presented the results of a nation wide survey commissioned to the Chilean survey agency ADIMARK-GFK, with the support of Global Ocean, that demonstrated that 99% of the Chilean public wants to ban whaling operations definitively and that 97% of the people supports the establishment of the Whale Sanctuary. 
 

On april 08, CCC, Ecoceanos and Conapach, joined by senator Juan Pablo Letelier, met with president Bachelet and obtained her commitment to give high priority to the adoption of a national law for the protection of cetaceans. In that opportunity, Bachelet mandated the Ministry of Environment, Ana Lya Uriarte, to give urgency to the implementation of this proposal. 
 

Recently, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs ratified its support to the proposal through his IWC Commissioner, Ambassador Christian Maquieira. 
 

The Project of law oriented to Project cetacean species in Chile jurisdictional waters has been a cooperative work conducted between the proponents and competent authorities in order to agree a text that fully represent the will of the Chilean people regarding cetacean conservation. 
 

In this context, the working group will meet next week in order to review the final text before sending it to the parliament. According to the vice president of the Chilean Senate, Baldo Prokurica, the process will be conducted expeditiously. Through this process it is expected that Chile will have a Law for the protection of cetaceans in Chile before the IWC in Chile next June. 
 

Chile, Leadership in Conservation for IWC60
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The announcement of the Sanctuary was joined with a strong message against scientific whaling. President Bachelet affirmed that “Chile will oppose any capture and death of whales with scientific purposes during the next meeting of the International Whaling Commission.” The statement is a clear message for the nations that continue to hunt whales despite the moratorium. 
 

It also constitutes a public triumph in an issue that is extremely sensitive among Chilean people. Elsa Cabrera, executive director of CCC stated that “president Bachelet sent a forceful message to the international community regarding the absolute support of the country to the non lethal use of the cetaceans and the total opposition to the whaling activities carried out by Japan in the Southern Ocean. The position announced by the government, just before the annual meeting of the IWC in Santiago, confirms the leadership the country will have to consolidate the sovereign right of using whales by non lethal means as part of the modernization process of the IWC.” 
 

Fuente: www.ccc-chile.org, www.ecoceanos.cl
