Project Update: October 2010
1. Conservation Library Establishment: To provide regular conservation information at local level and motivate local people and students in conservation programme, five conservation libraries were established in Bufferzone User Committees, NGOs, Community Radio and School. Next three are going to be established in three different places within 2 months. For these libraries, project provides a cupboard with some conservation books and urges concerned organisations to search conservation publications from their side also. Project has appealed to stakeholders and allied agencies to provide both free and saleable publications. The objective of this programme is to provide a platform to everyone keeping their articles, journals, reports and other publications to disseminate recent conservation information, experiences and research findings at local level.
This conservation library establishment and networking project is in initial stage and being implemented as pilot programme. After evaluating its performance in coming days, it is going to be extended in continuation and completion phase also. 
2. Book Purchasing and Distribution: Altogether 500 books related with wildlife, environment, eco-clubs, biodiversity, wetland etc conservation were bought and kept in established conservation libraries. Some books, important but unavailable in sufficient numbers, were also photo copied and distributed. 
All books were tagged with Rufford Small Grant (RSG) for Nature Conservation and Partnership for Rhino Conservation (PARC/Nepal) logos. 
3. Radio Programme: Radio programme "Conservation Campaign" is running continuously with some improvement. From September 2010, programme has covered issue of eco-tourism in order to make success of "Tourism Year - 2011". Beside this, by looking at cases of death and causalities of orphan and wounded wildlife in high number, the programme has been paying special attention to introduce concept of wildlife rescue, care and treatment centre in Nepal. Project has established one conservation library in concerned Radio Station which has played vital role to make effective episode with updated information.  
According to Radio Jockey, Sangeeta, she has felt grateful to develop programme after the establishment of small conservation library at station. She added that one library of radio station can flow updated information and influence thousands of people at a time. She believes that establishment conservation library at media centre can produce conservation journalist in that media centre which will be the milestone for creating awareness.
4. Conservation Networking: To strengthen conservation action through networking programme, project has empowered journalists, school teachers, students and representative of community-based organisations at local level and made relation with internationally renowned organisations and individuals.
a. Local Level: This time, project provided financial and technical supported Rastriya Lowar Secondary School to organise conservation song competition by targeting women and ladies group. Aim of this objective was to educate women about the conservation and empower them to raise their voice for conservation. 
Similarly, project supported the "Environment Conservation Teacher's Forum" to organise the Rhino Conservation Essay Competition. This forum is made up of those teachers who teach in schools of Chitwan National Park's Bufferzone. Project has planned to establish conservation network amongst school teachers and students by strengthening this forum in future. Project has arranged stationeries and some financial support to forum to run their organisation effectively and held regular monthly meetings to discuss about conservation issue and develop strategies to carry out conservation activities in their respective schools. Project has also separated some fund to renew this forum legally in this year.
b. International level: Project has set close relation with savingrhinos.org and published progress report through its website (www.savingrhinos.org). Savingrhinos.org has been supporting this project by updating issues of Nepalese rhino. This organization is the partner organization of PARC/Nepal and it has been supporting by generating some fund also.
Rhishja Larson, founder of savingrhinos.org, has been also supporting Partnership for Rhino Conservation (RSG funded project) since 2009. She also supports to set relation with internationally renowned institution. In the support of savingrhinos.org and Larson, project became able to publish the article with the theme adopting the concept of "Rhino Rescue Center". For more details, visit (http://bushwarriors.wordpress.com/2010/09/16/orphaned-rhinos-highlight-need-for-wildlife-rescue-center-in-nepal/ and http://www.rhinoconservation.org/2010/09/15/orphaned-rhinos-highlight-need-for-wildlife-rescue-center-in-nepal/)
5. Publication: 
a. Booklet "Introduction to Rhino" was published and distributed to Bufferzone User Committees, community radio stations and schools. Booklet has covered ecology of rhino, population trends, conservation opportunity, threats and possible threat controlling measures. It has also tried to deliver legal rule, regulation, penalty for rhino poaching and punishing mechanism. A total of 100 copies were published. 
b. Similarly, conservation-based article of students were published as wall magazine. The article was also dispatched in those conservation notice boards which were installed in School, Bufferzone user committee's offices by Rufford Small Grant for Nature Conservation. 
c. 1000 stickers having the logo of Rufford Small Grant (RSG) for Nature Conservation and Partnership for Rhino Conservation (PARC/Nepal) were published to stick in RSG supported conservation related books and cupboard. 
6. Documentary Show: Project showed conservation documentaries related with rhino, reptiles, birds, biodiversity, environment, tourism etc in more than seven places. The main aim of this programme was to create awareness teachers, students, youth, women, farmers and make realisation to take part in conservation. 
Project has developed short movie clips (documentary) about the project activities and conservation issue collected during field visit. Most of episodes of radio programme were also copied in CDs and kept in library for distribution. Project will show such documentaries in break, snack or leisure hour in each programme. 
7. Coordination: Project always shares its activities with other grantees of Rufford Small Grants and local organization and coordinates with them while organising activities. Sometimes we conduct programmes in the joint venture of such parties and sometimes we support each other to conduct programme. Currently, Rufford grantees Ms. Deepa Paudel, Dolraj Thanet and Bishnuhari Wagle had supported library establishment activity by providing their publication and purchasing some books concerned with their projects. Similarly, different organisations had supported this project through suggestion, advices, guidance etc.
8. Regular Field Visit: To monitor our project impact at local level and collect the conservation issues, we visited project site twice each month. In our regular visit, we interacted with park staffs, buffer zone people, students, teacher and forest user groups. We had collected news of orphaned, electrode and poached rhino cases of Chitwan National Park in this period. Collected news was disseminated by broad casting through our radio programme. In last field visit, information of orphan rhino calves was collected and disseminated through radio, Facebook and websites. 
For more information: www.rhinonepal.org/past.php
