
Project Update: August 2011
After completion of project to update local farmers and other stakeholders, the following activities were carried out.
Radio Programme: The FM station was visited to discuss about the programme continuity. As per the previous commitment, Vijaya FM has been continuing the radio programme though the programme was finished from our side. In discussions, the station manager agreed for continuation and he also requested to search support within some episodes. Otherwise it will be difficult to manage.
Booklet Distribution: Booklet entitled " Integrated pest Management: Basis of Farmland Bird Conservation" has been printed and distributed to concerned people, institutions and farmer groups also. Some copies were kept in "conservation libraries" of Rufford Small Grant project. The digital copy was sent to RSGF for keeping in webpage. 
Group Discussion / Farmer Interaction: A farmer interaction programme was organised in Mrigakunja User Committee training hall with the leadership of ecological farmers' forum. Farmers and representative from different farmer groups which were formed to support the RSG project, shared their views and problems faced in adopting organic farming and using biological pesticides. Resource persons convinced the farmers by exploring environmental, health and ecological benefits and requested not to expect immediate benefits.  He added that it could take little bit time to gain multiple benefits.
Some farmers shared their learning and changes which they had found from organic farming practices. Farmers urged hoteliers to deal with organic products because hoteliers used to buy inorganic products by considering cheapness. Hoteliers also showed commitment to promote organic products while serving tourists.
Similarly, bird conservationists highlighted that farmland birds and farmers complement each other. The high presence of birds in farmland indicates the organic farming so farmers should pay attention in practising bird-friendly farming. It also helps to distinguish their organic products with others. 
Farmer Group Update:  Already formed farmer groups had met and taking update by visiting their locality. This meeting will be helpful to make continuous relations and strengthen farmland bird conservation activities in future.
Field Visit: Field visits have been organised to monitor whether farmers are implementing learning or not. In some areas, farmers were found using chemical pesticides because they afraid of the risk. By looking immediate growth of crops in neighbours' field, they used chemicals. These farmers were convinced again by telling them that organic crops grow continuously where as inorganic crops grow immediately then stop. 







