Project Update: October 2010
Interim results

Sakhalin Salmon Initiative (SSI) Centre staff carried out an expedition to the Dagi River in

order to assemble existing data on the river, as well as collect new information regarding the spatial distribution of spawning grounds for various salmon species, including the critically endangered taimen. 

Dagi River supports one of the largest remaining populations of the critically endangered Sakhalin taimen. Research showed that the substrate composition of the river is ideal for taimen spawning. However, forestry, roads, and other uses affecting floodplain vegetation are having detrimental effects on the viability of spawning grounds. Three stages were clearly defined in the life cycle of Sakhalin taimen in the Dagi, including two of the most vulnerable ones: the mass migration from the spawning grounds in the second half of June and migration to the wintering grounds by the second half of October.

Our research indicates that the Dagi River represents ideal habitat for the species, including high quality habitat for spawning, rearing and overwintering. In addition, the river supports a genetically-distinct Sakhalin taimen population. Our genetic data indicate that the population is likely to be small and inbred. We were able to document for the first time evidence that the species hybridize with char (Salvelinus spp.) in this river system, which is an indicator that the taimen population may be critically low in abundance.

Planned activities

Currently, following the 2010 field season, laboratory samples for genetic testing are being analysed and work will soon begin on preparing a scientific report. Work is continuing on developing a Conservation Action Plan (CAP) for the Dagi based on lessons learned from previous efforts on the Langry River in Northern Sakhalin. Strategies for pursuing protected area designations on the Dagi and other important taimen rivers are being elaborated based on new data.

Next steps: Finalize updates to the Dagi CAP and begin consultations with leading specialists in the region to agree on conservation measures.

We plan to present the completed Dagi River CAP to stakeholders in the Nogliki Region including the mayor, city assembly, and Nogliki Salmon Council. After presenting the CAP to the Nogliki Salmon Council, we will discuss management implications with the government agencies responsible for enacting a protected status for taimen habitat on the Dagi and propose next steps.

Next Steps: Share information on uniqueness of Dagi River system and its importance for

taimen conservation with members of the Nogliki Salmon Council and other decision-makers to advocate for protected status. 









