	Dear Friends of Volunteer Petèn, 

May 2010
2010 is quickly turning in to one of our most productive years to date.  The ecological park is stronger than ever, the library has been kicked into high gear with constant daily programs, and we are pushing education to the max with our school project.     
Our oldest and dearest project, the ecological park, has been the major focus of volunteer work this year.   Thanks to the volunteers’ efforts during the past few months, the park is in better shape than ever, and all that work on the fence line has really paid off.  With the aid of other organizations (The Nature Conservancy, CONAP, and INAB), the park is now nationally recognized as a Regional Municipal Park, one of only 36 in the entire country.  Although there is still no local interest by groups or government to help the park, at least we are bringing in some positive press to the region and helping to establish some sort of permanency for the park. 
The library and natural resource school projects are going strong, but are in an even more precarious position than the ecological park due to Guatemala’s attitude toward education.  With the help of so many volunteers, we were  able to set up constant daily programs for children in the library, that include teaching languages, art, arts and crafts, and general reading.  As for the school, we can't express enough how fortunate and lucky we are to have the assistance of Sergio Llorente, a biologist from Spain, to help us this semester with our natural resource school. We had great Earth Day and Mother's Day celebrations with the school, and we are getting ready for our huge 5 day trek in the jungle the first week of June. 
You funds have helped to achieve the first part of our program, helping children to get to school and the funding necessary for Sergio, but now we need help to fund future teachers.  Our current goal is to raise $4,500 to pay for room, board, and a small stipend for 2 teachers who will participate from June-October 2010.  Sergio is working on finding the right teachers for our program, now we just need your help to get them here.   Those who have help us this year by sponsoring a student will be receiving pictures and a letter from your student in the next couple of weeks. 
We have had a lot of great workers and great groups help out the past couple of months, and we’d like to thank Tyler, Tarah, John, Deidre, Inana, Debbie, Wil, Kaylee,  the two groups sent by Global Youth Network (Elise, Brittany, Kelsey, Andrea, Ashley, Greg, Elizabeth,  Sarah, Gillian, Emilia, Kevin, and Pauline) the group of Global Stewardship Students from Canada (Miryam, Justine, Taryn, Miho, and Amanda).  Volunteers and volunteer groups are the backbone of what we are trying to accomplish in developing San Andres.  Without them, it wouldn’t be possible to have an ecological park, library, or school.  
   Visit us at www.volunteerpeten.org  for more information or contact us at volunteerpeten@hotmail.com for any further information about the school for natural resources.
  Click here to donate.  
 Thanks to all your help and support for our program, and we will continue our work here in San Andres and keep you informed of our goals and accomplishments.
Matthew R. Peters
Director 
 
Donate Today!
Help our program grow in 2010 by donating today or by joining the Volunteer PAYten club, which donates $10 a month to our efforts. Click here to donate, and all donations are fully tax-deductible to the full extent of the law. 
 

Your donations made to Volunteer Peten in 2009 went to establishing the School of Natural Resources in San Andres, scholarships to 22 students, park resources, the community library, and restoration projects in local schools.
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  FEATURE PHOTO
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Tarah teaching French to David
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Agricultural Project
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Volunteer Group working in the lirbary
 

see more 2010 photos
   FEATURED EVENT 
Help Sponsor our Natural Resource School for San Andres. 
In January 2009, we started the Natural Resource Management School for the community of San Andres. To date, we have 23 students enrolled in our first and second year.  This is an amazing and historic project for the region, and the results are phenomenal  Help today to fund this important and fundamental project which we expect to grow in 2010.
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Luis and Franklin working in the agricultural project
more information here
   HELP RECRUIT VOLUNTEERS
Forward this newsletter to all your family, friends, universities, colleges, high schools, local community groups, or whoever might be interested in our work in Guatemala.
 
   CONTACT US 
Volunteer Petèn
11 Kenny Drive  Mohnton, PA 19540
Tel: (502) 5711-0040
View donation information 
 

  PAST VOLUNTEERS
Please send us any photos you have of your experience in Guatemala to volunteerpeten@hotmail.com


	


	for more information, please visit www.volunteerpeten.com

	WE ARE A 501c3 NOT FOR PROFIT ORGANIZATION



 

 

