	Dear Friends of Volunteer Petèn, 

March 2009
Well the dry season has settled in...high temperatures and dusty roads are back! 

Our theme for this year has been EDUCATION, and so far the volunteers and the volunteer program has made huge advances in becoming a more permanent part of the education system in San Andres.  First off, the School of Natural Resources is going great. We are seven weeks into classes and quickly changing the meaning of education in rural Guatemala.  Unlike other schools, we actually have rules and regulations, books, and dedicated teachers (Mateo).  With these rules (such as attending class and doing your homework) we have already had to expel a few students but our number of students is still high at 23. To see the changes in these 23 students in 7 weeks is truly extraordinary, and proves the fact that a lot of students do thirst for a good education, but unfortunately the system in Guatemala does not provide one. We now have 7 weeks to go till the end of the first semester and have already secured 11 of the 23 student scholarships!  Just 12 more to go.  Click here to see who is sponsored and Click here to donate.  
.Volunteer Paul Thorne visited us this month and gave computer classes to our School of Natural Resources, other local schools, and individuals.  Paul is also responsible for securing the funds to purchase the computers, so thanks to all that helped Paul to help us. Visit http://paulthorne.synthasite.com/ for more info.

Thanks to our March volunteers who worked hard in the ecological park, construction in Eduardo Fion School, teaching in the North and NorthEast school, endless work in the library, and wonderful plays teaching kids to brush their teeth.  Thanks to Mipsie, Andrea, Rachel, Sara, Pat, Kristy, Kristen, Vanghi, Paul, Tali, Nick, Andrea, Yuri and Ana.

In April we will be trying to survive the heat, enjoy Holy Week, and construct a basket ball court, as well as continued work in the local schools and our School of Natural Resources.

Thanks to all your help and support for our program, and we will continue our work here in San Andres and keep you informed of our goals and accomplishments. 

Matthew R. Peters
Director 
volunteerpeten@hotmail.com 

 

Important San Andres News
Nothing new here...the commercial center is13 months into construction and no end in sight...the beach front project collapsed and all the funds to build it have mysteriously disappeared...some things never change. 
Donate Today!
Help our program grow in 2009 by donating today or by joining the Volunteer PAYten club, which donates $10 a month to our efforts. Click here to donate, and all donations are fully tax-deductible to the full extent of the law. 
 

Your donations made to Volunteer Peten in 2008 went to putting the finishing touches on the new community library in San Andres, management of the Nueva Juventud Ecological Park, building two fully functional schools for San Andres, and support of our environmental education and general education programs in local schools.
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  FEATURE PHOTO
   FEATURED EVENT 
Help Sponsor our Natural Resource School for San Andres. 
In January 2009, we started the Natural Resource Management School for the community of San Andres. To date, we have 25 students enrolled and have just completed our first month of classes.  This is an amazing and historic project for the region, and the results are phenomenal  Help today to fund this important and fundamental project.



Erick Catalan: One of the 23 students in our natural resource management with a sponsor.  Click below to sponsor a student!
more information here
   HELP RECRUIT VOLUNTEERS
Forward this newsletter to all your family, friends, universities, colleges, high schools, local community groups, or whoever might be interested in our work in Guatemala.
 
   CONTACT US 
Volunteer Petèn
11 Kenny Drive  Mohnton, PA 19540
Tel: (502) 5711-0040
View donation information 
 

  PAST VOLUNTEERS
Please send us any photos you have of your experience in Guatemala to volunteerpeten@hotmail.com 

 



	


	for more information, please visit www.volunteerpeten.com

	WE ARE A 501c3 NOT FOR PROFIT ORGANIZATION


