	Dear Friends of Volunteer Petèn, 

February 2009
Thanks to many friends and past volunteers, our newest project, the School of Natural Resource Management, is off to a great start.  We have now completed one month of schooling, and the results are nothing short of spectacular! 

To see this group of students learn for the first time in their life is an amazing feeling.  Also, with many of the donations received by past volunteers (projector, dvd player, and computers) they are receiving the very best education possible.  Every week they get an opportunity to watch and study incredible documentaries such as Planet Earth and Mystery of the Mayan, as well as investigate popular movies such as Apocolypto, as part of our history class, and Romeo and Juliet as part of our language and theater class.  They also started their first projects in the ecological park managing tamale leaves and bananas.  We hope to harvest enough tamale leaves this Christmas to fund our field trip to Mirador National Park next summer.  

 We still need a ton of help to get this project firmly established and are still looking sponsors for each student.  To date, we have 6 sponsors for students and still need 19.  We also need funds to help us purchase tools for our park projects, special uniforms for our carreer, and funds for field trips. 

So...what I need from all of you is to help fund this project and more specifically individual students.  Please take some time to read over the webpage www.volunteerpeten.com/schoolnaturalresources.htm to learn more about the school and to see and meet the students that are embarking on this historic project. 

  To fund ONE student for ONE full year of tuition, books, and activities we are asking for $350.  To be a part of this project, Click here to donate.  
We also want to thank Paul Thorne for his efforts to help us get computers in the library for educational purposes.  We will be installing 3 computers in the library in January with furnishings. Visit http://paulthorne.synthasite.com/ to learn more.

Thanks to our February Volunteer Crew Mipsy, Catherine, Kristen, Kristy, Ana, Yuri, Tali, Nick, Melissa, Peter, Sara, and Patrick for working on park projects, and working nearly everday in local elementary schools. 

 In Pennsylvania, I was fortunate to give talks to various groups and even got a spot on local television.  You can watch it here!  

Thanks to all your help and support for our program, and we will continue our work here in San Andres and keep you informed of our goals and accomplishments.

Matthew R. Peters
Director 
volunteerpeten@hotmail.com 

 

Important San Andres News
The majority of schools opened on January 19th with no problems.  Elementary schools are set to open on February 2nd.  Hopefully there will be no problems with strikes this year. 
Donate Today!
Help our program grow in 2009 by donating today or by joining the Volunteer PAYten club, which donates $10 a month to our efforts. Click here to donate, and all donations are fully tax-deductible to the full extent of the law. 
 

Your donations made to Volunteer Peten in 2008 went to putting the finishing touches on the new community library in San Andres, management of the Nueva Juventud Ecological Park, building two fully functional schools for San Andres, and support of our environmental education and general education programs in local schools.
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  FEATURE PHOTO
   FEATURED EVENT 
Help Sponsor our Natural Resource School for San Andres. 
In January 2009, we started the Natural Resource Management School for the community of San Andres. To date, we have 25 students enrolled and have just completed our first month of classes.  This is an amazing and historic project for the region, and the results are phenomenal  Help today to fund this important and fundamental project.
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Edwin Escobar: One of the 25 students in our natural resource management school looking for a sponsor.
more information here
   HELP RECRUIT VOLUNTEERS
Forward this newsletter to all your family, friends, universities, colleges, high schools, local community groups, or whoever might be interested in our work in Guatemala.
 
   CONTACT US 
Volunteer Petèn
11 Kenny Drive  Mohnton, PA 19540
Tel: (502) 5711-0040
View donation information 
 

  PAST VOLUNTEERS
Please send us any photos you have of your experience in Guatemala to volunteerpeten@hotmail.com 

 

 

 



	


	for more information, please visit www.volunteerpeten.com

	WE ARE A 501c3 NOT FOR PROFIT ORGANIZATION



 

 

